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 As you wait for that big game to take place, the 
anticipation and the 
excitement of that game 
can drive you to fear or it 
can drive you into the 
deepest preparation that 
you have ever 
undertaken.  You know 

that this is a big opportunity and you have to make the 
most of it.  Fear can petrify and incapacitate you, but 
preparation can drive you to be better than you have 
ever been. 

As Easter approaches, we in the Christian Church are 
coming into our own March Madness.  This may be one of 
the most effective and opportune time in the Christian 
calendar to shine for Jesus Christ.  We have the chance to 
shine brightly for Jesus 
Christ as we get excited 
and joyous about the love 
and grace that Jesus 
showers down on us so 
abundantly.  He gives us 
power.  He gives us joy.  He 
gives us hope.  Joy 
unspeakable is what He 
desires for us and what He meant in John 10:10b (NLT) 
“My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.” 

During this Easter Season, I pray that you have been 
prepping and extending your spiritual capabilities by 
falling more deeply in love with your Lord, and by 
putting into practice everything that He reveals and 
teaches you.  It really is not about becoming more 
intellectual or informational.  Rather, it is all about being 
Inspirational and Transformational as you let Jesus 
Christ shine through your whole being.  It is letting Jesus 
be unmistakably the reason for all that you think, do, and 
say.  It is allowing Jesus to live through you. 

As you let Jesus transform you into a new creation, that 
person that brings glory and honor to Him, you will be 
inspirational.  This means that you will inspire others to 
also be transformed by Jesus.  This is not based on how 
inspirational and transformational you may be.  This is 
based on how inspiration and transformational Jesus is.  
He is the one who will change you.  He will be the one to 
change those around 
you.  As you allowed the 
life of Jesus to inspire 
you to love Him and obey 
Him, He will also do the 
same to those around 
you.  You don’t have to 
generate the inspiration 
and transformation.  You simply have to be a reflection of 
your response to the love and grace that Jesus showers 
down on you. 

Don’t be petrified with fear thinking about what will you 
say when someone asks you what does it mean to be a 
Christian.  Think about what it means for you to be a 
Christian.  Doesn’t it mean that because you love Jesus 
with all of your heart, mind, and soul, you have given 
your life to Him?  That’s what you have to communicate.  
And when they ask you how to become a Christian, don’t 
be petrified in fear because you forgot the 4 Spiritual 
Laws or the Roman Road.  Simply tell them that it is all 
about how much Jesus loves them and their falling totally 
in love with Him.  Asking for forgiveness of sins and 
giving your life to Him in 
loving obedience are also 
very vital.  It is not 
complicated, but it is 
powerful.   

If you allow your life to be 
a  reflection  of all  of this,  
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you will be inspirational and transformational as Jesus  you will be 
inspirational and transformational as Jesus uses you for His Kingdom’s glory.  
Because Jesus is on the lips of more people at this time of the year, it is our 
opportune time to shine for Jesus.  Let March Madness for VIF become a time 
of Inspiration and Transformation.  God bless you all. 
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March 27, 2016March 27, 2016March 27, 2016   

@ Waikapu@ Waikapu@ Waikapu   

6 am Sunrise   8 am Breakfast   9 am Service 

by Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro page 2 of 2 

NO Evening Service 

 

Get the news about our sister churches in the HPBC.   
Our new online magazine, Pacific Connector, has  
replaced the Hawaii Pacific Baptist, our former  

newspaper.  Check online at hpbaptist.net for current  
and past issues. 

   VIFVIFVIF

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Childcare Schedule 

    Today, March 20 Elaine Y., Wendy C.,  
   Dmitry V., Krystle AV,  
   Corey E. 

 

    March 27       No childcare  
 

    April 3  Cheeng S., Jennifer B.,  
   Hawea R., Wayne S.     
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Most of us or, maybe, all of us want to live a different way of life. So we try to look for types of programs or 
application methods to bring about that change. I will tell you right now, anything 
you find will almost definitely bring about the change you want if you’re 
disciplined enough. The question is, is that the change that God desires for you 
and me?  

 

Application itself is not wrong, but when it’s not in its right place, then, it is. The 
statement that is the title of this article above is merely pointing out that 
when we are not looking for God first, and we are just finding applications to a 
better life, we won’t change the way God desires and we might not be looking for Him at all. We need to remember, 
the way to God is through Jesus Christ. In John 14:6 it says, “Jesus replied, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No 
one can come unto the Father except through me.” The one who can bring about a changed life is only Jesus. In 2 
Corinthians 5:17 it says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old is gone, the new has come.” 
The Apostle Paul knew that real change in a person can only happen when they believe in the gospel. Paul said in 
Romans 1:16, “I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving everyone who 
believes-the Jew first and also Gentiles.” Believing in the gospel of Jesus not only saves us from our sins, but the 
gospel of Jesus also shows us how to live unto, and with the Father. I believe we’re spending too much time finding 
the many types of applications in changing people to become like Jesus and to live the life that Jesus lived. Instead, 
we should just be pointing people to Jesus in the most practical and applicable way and that is in how we live. To 
follow Jesus is to know Him, if we know Him we will follow. The way we live is the light for the world, for all to see. 
If we are living in Jesus, for Jesus and because of Jesus, shouldn’t people take notice? 

 

To encourage you I want to leave you with the story of Zacchaeus. The reason why I believe that all we need to do 
is to share Jesus in all of scripture, and invite people to walk with us in life is because of the story of Zacchaeus. 
Others must have shared with Zacchaeus about Jesus to the point that when he knew He was coming by, Zacchaeus 
was determined to get a glimpse of Him. You can see when a person desires Jesus, life change happens. If we just 
continue to reveal Jesus, then life change will take its course. Remember that Jesus confirmed Zacchaeus’ changed 
life in verses 9-10. 

 

Luke 19:1-10 NLT 

 Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. 2 There was a man there named Zacchaeus. He was the 
chief tax collector in the region, and he had become very rich. 3 He tried to get a look at Jesus, but he was too short to 
see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree beside the road, for Jesus was going to pass that 
way. 5 When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come 
down! I must be a guest in your home today.” 6 Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house in great 
excitement and joy. 7 But the people were displeased. “He has gone to be the guest of a notorious sinner,” they 
grumbled. 8 Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, “I will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, and if I 
have cheated people on their taxes, I will give them back four times as much!” 9 Jesus responded, “Salvation has come 
to this home today, for this man has shown himself to be a true son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek 
and save those who are lost.” 

 
 
 

 

“Go to the Bible looking for God. Find Him, and application will  

follow. But go looking for application, and you may miss both.”  
Gospel-Centered Teaching: Sharing Jesus in all of Scripture  

Trevin Wax. Co-author of “The Gospel Project” 

Pastor Darren Sarmiento 
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PORTLAND — When Josh Carter and his family migrated 2,700 miles from East Tennessee to the Pacific Northwest, he 

found his people—mountain people—in Oregon. The move was out of obedience to God’s call on the family. 

 

Carter’s preparation didn’t happen without hardship and a spiritual battle. The product of a broken home, grandparents 

helped in the raising of Carter and his two siblings in East Tennessee. Under the tutelage of his grandfather, who pastored 

an 80-member country church, Carter made a profession of faith in Christ. 

 

In college, he became active in ministries and even started a church in East Tennessee with his wife, Amy, whom he had 

known since kindergarten in Kingsport, Tenn. Carter was 21, a newlywed and over his head. 

 

“I had no idea how to lead,” he said. 

 

By age 23, Tri-Cities Baptist Church in Gray, Tenn., invited him to be their interim youth leader. He served in that role for 

seven years before joining the lead pastor staff and supervising youth and family ministries. The church grew rapidly and 

afforded multiple opportunities for Carter, including international mission trips. 

 

“Life was awesome,” Carter said. Then he started wondering, “What would it look like to go to a place where there’s not a 

lot of mobilizing and not a lot of activity regarding evangelicals?” 

 

Carter knew his family could stay where substantial ministry was happening at Tri-Cities. 

 

“It’s not bad for me to stay here,” he concluded. “But, for me, my life would be worthless unless I followed in obedience 

the call in my life of going to an unreached people and raising disciples among them.” 

 

The Carters considered some international venues, and then they looked west. The first stop was an assessment process 

that gave them the green light to go without knowing where to go. 

 

About that time, Mike Laughrun became the Tri-Cities Baptist Church pastor. He had helped Vance Pitman plant Hope 

Church in Las Vegas. Hope has been a model for westward expansion since its inception, and they have a residency 

program for people like Carter and his family. As Laughrun moved Tri-Cities toward planting its first church, the Carters 

agreed to move west for a year-long residency at Hope Church. 

 

“We moved out of our culture and allowed God to speak to us,” Carter said. 

 

Anywhere but Portland 

 

Once in Las Vegas, they began visiting other western cities. 

 

“The first time we flew into Portland, we said we would not go there,” Carter said. “Portland scared me because I didn’t 

want to be a failure in church planting.” 

 

 

 

 

Reluctant no more, Josh Carter leads Portland’s  

Remedy City Church  
By Jim Burton 

(continued on page 5) 
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Portland’s reputation for church planting is not pristine. Some have called it a church planting graveyard; others call the 

region America’s dark corner. Typically, Portlanders don’t warm up to evangelicalism. 

 

Yes, he had experienced a rough patch as a 21-year-old church planter, but since then Carter had become a competent and 

successful ministry leader. He knew how to do church. 

 

“God would not tell me where I was going next because He had to root out of me the idea that it was me building the 

church,” Carter said. They loved Las Vegas and hoped for a calling to San Diego. But Portland kept ringing. 

 

In a conversation with Amy, Carter told her that even though he didn’t want to go there, he couldn’t get Portland off his 

mind. “She would cry and say, ‘I can’t either,’” he said. 

 

The staff and congregation at Hope Church already knew. 

 

“Most people around you know before you know,” Carter said. “They all knew we were going to Portland.” 

 

Tri-Cities has supported and mentored the Carters since they were young. They continue to support them in Portland as 

their Sending Church. 

 

“I have known Josh and Amy Carter since they were in high school,” said Jeff Palmeter, Global Outreach pastor for Tri-

Cities. “Amy babysat for us when our children were younger. They grew up in our church. 

 

“We chose to support them because we know them well, and we believe that the local church is the one who sends out 

planters. Josh has a great vision to be regularly sending out church planters and investing in church planting over many 

years. We see Josh as being the beginning, a catalyst, of this movement within our church,” said Palmeter. 

 

Remedy Church City Groups 

 

Portland is a city of 2.3 million people comprised of multiple 10-minute communities. Residents are loyal to their 

neighborhoods and have virtually all necessary services available to them within a 10-minute drive. A predominant value 

is tolerance in a freethinking, new-age and eclectic culture that is perhaps best symbolized by the television show 

“Portlandia.” Few families are looking for a church. 

 

The Carters settled in affluent and multi-ethnic west Portland. Residents are highly educated and self-sufficient. 

 

Their strategy is to start Remedy City Church, where Christ, through His body is the remedy for the city, by creating 

multiple home city groups. They have hosted the first in their home and have taught curriculum they call “The Jesus Life.” 

Their goal is to launch Remedy formally after establishing at least three city groups, which other East Tennesseans who 

have joined the Carters in the Pacific Northwest will likely host. 

 

“It’s hard to meet up here because there’s no place to meet,” Carter said. “We’re trying to stay in the homes as long as   

                                                                                                         (continued on page 6)                                                                                                               

 

Reluctant no more, Josh Carter leads Portland’s  

Remedy City Church  
By Jim Burton     (Page 2 of 3) 
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we can.” 

 

They are in Portland, in part, because of the finances available from the North American Mission Board (NAMB) through 

the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering® and the Cooperative Program. 

 

“NAMB supports us and allows us to do what we do,” Carter said. 

 

Getting to Portland was a battle, and being there has presented multiple challenges. Now they understand better why God 

led them there. 

 

“It’s not so much about what God wants to do with you but what God wants to do in you,” Carter said. 

 

 

Jim Burton is a photojournalist and writer living in Atlanta. 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 

 

       

 

Reluctant no more, Josh Carter leads Portland’s  

Remedy City Church  
By Jim Burton  (Page 3 of 3) 
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Missionary Spotlight 

Missionary Spotlight: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year, we honor the life and advocacy of Annie Walker 

Armstrong (1850-1938) when we give to the Annie Armstrong 

Easter Offering® for North American missions. As a tireless 

servant of God and a contagious advocate and supporter of mis-

sions efforts throughout the world, Annie Armstrong led 

women to unite in missions endeavors that ultimately led to the 

formation of Woman’s Missionary Union, for which she served 

as the first corresponding secretary.  

Annie believed in and followed Christ with all her heart, but it 

was her hands that expressed that belief in tangible ways. She 

spent a great amount of time typing and handwriting letters in 

support of missions. Many of these letters were quite lengthy 

and all were filled with conviction that more could and should 

be done in our missions efforts. Annie also never hesitated to 

use her hands to reach out to hug a child or distribute food, 

clothing and the Word of God to those in need. Her hands held 

her own Bible as she studied to know how best to share Gods’ 

love with others. And, most important, Annie was a woman of 
prayer, folding her hands in prayer to intercede for the mission-

aries and for those they were helping discover Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annie rallied churches to give more, pray more and do more for 

reaching people for Christ. As modern-day missions advocates 

unite to continue that work today, we can be confident that her 

legacy will also be ours.  

 

Who Is Annie? 

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying: 
Who should I send? Who will go for Us? I said: Here I am. Send me.” 

Isaiah 6:8 (HCSB) 

The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering® is the primary funding channel for 
the North American Mission Board’s Send North America strategy. 100 

percent of your gift is transformed into  
missionary salaries and ministry provisions—resources that are 

used to share the gospel.  

Southern Baptists are all part of a family tree. We are able 
to do missions today because of the generations who came 

before us, like Annie Armstrong. 



 

 

 

- 8 - 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

     

Children are a gift from the Lord.; 

they are a reward from Him.  

Psalms 127:3 (NLT) 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 

                                           

Week of Mar 24-26 
Volunteers Needed 

 

Week of Mar 31-Apr 2 
Volunteers Needed 

 

Week of  Apr 7-9 
Volunteers Needed 

 

Week of Apr 14-16 
Volunteers Needed 

 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, 
being watchful in it with 

thanksgiving.” 
Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  

 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6am  
(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

 

Mondays 10 am & 6:30 pm  
(High St Sanctuary) 

 

Gather together to pray for God to move within 
ourselves, our church, community, nation and 

world.  Please join us for these very powerful times 
with the Lord and our brothers and sisters. 

Volunteers to help with 

childcare during the 

worship service hour. 

Sign-up at  

back table! 

 

Be in the know  
Join our text alerts 

 

To receive messages via text, text 
@mrvif to 81010.  You can opt-

out of messages at anytime by re-
plying, ‘unsubscribe @mrvif’. 

 

Trouble using 81010?   

Try texting @mrvif to  

(808) 670-3442 instead 



 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
 

6:45 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(no childcare) 
 

 
 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(Children & Youth-High St 
Property; Adults-WES) 

 

6:00 pm 
Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

 

 

call Church Of-

fice 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 

244-0865 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 



 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar 

 March 2016 

            

 20 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Jeremy 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES      

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen   

 21 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary  

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 23 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 25 Good Friday - Office Closed 

 26 8 am - Tent Set-up @ Waikapu 

 27 Easter Sunday - all activities @ Waikapu: 

      6 am   Sunrise Service 

      8 am   Breakfast 

      9 am   Pastor Stephen 

      NO evening service 

 28 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary  

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 

 30 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

April 2016 

 

 3 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

             - Observance of the Lord’s Supper 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES      

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen   

 4 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary  

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary+ 

 6 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 
6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 
ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 

355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

Service - 9:00 am 
 

Sunday School - 10:30 am 
(Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property; 

Adults at WES) @VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

Today's Worship Songs 

Overtaken 

This Love 

Amazing Grace/My Chains Are 

Gone 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com

